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About DTAC

DTAC - Delivery Technology Advocacy Council — is a not-for-profit
membership organization. Its mission is to advance user-driven, Cross-
industry solutions for the publishing, mailing, shipping, transportation, and
delivery processes by developing standards, fostering business alliances, and
identifying best practices.

DTAC took over the rights of Mail.dat® from Idealliance. Idealliance has been
a leader in information technology — from creation to distribution of
publications, corporate communications, and technical documentation — since
it’s founding in 1966 as the Graphic Communications Association.

In 1967 Idealliance founded the Mailing Systems & Services Committee, the
predecessor to the current Addressing/Distribution Committee, to lead its
effort in mail efficiency. The Addressing/ Distribution Committee is now
known as a key innovator in the postal arena. Learn more about Idealliance at
www.idealliance.org.

DTAC’s goal is to continue to build on the Idealliance legacy and harness
commercial mailing, shipping, transportaion and postal industries best
practices and continue to develop data specifications that enable postal
commerce.
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List Processing, Mail Production, and Mail Processing Services

Mission, Commitment, Acknowledgements

The Mail.dat® Specification Committee strives to create the optimal data standard to support implementation
of any mail-related tools which seek to offer analysis and information exchange.

Mail.dat® Specification Committee also provide an environment of disciplined usage for minimal user
maintenance.

USPS Representative

Quad Vicki Bosch

Technical Director

DTAC Associate, Assurety
Shariq (Sharick) Mirza Consulting & Solutions

DTAC Staff
Quad Michael Plunkett
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Mail .dat® - Overview Of Multiple Files Concept
File Name Required/ Content Logical Records Per File
Choice/
Optional
Header “who, what and when” of this job A single record & History records
Segment identifies specific mail list supplied for this job One or several records
Mail Piece Unit a common code for set of components in a mail piece One or several records

MPU / C Relationship
Mailer Postage Account
Component

Component Characteristics
Container Summary
Original Container
Container Quantity
Package Quantity

Walk Sequence Record
Seed Name Record

1J/ C Relation Record
Piece Detail Record

Piece Barcode Record
un-coded parcels address
Spcl Fees/Chrgs Record
Postage Adjustment Record
Special Barcode Record
Extra Piece Detail
Reference-able Mail Record

Reference-able Mail Barcode
Record

Referenceable Mail Summary
Record

OO0 0000000000V OIWVWOXWWIWTWIUVXUVAUXD

o

table showing relationship of MPUs to Components
descriptions of the mailer's permit and account information
a description of the applicable component

Characteristics of a component

quantity, weights and destination per container

links new container with an original container
quantity/rates per 3 or 5 digit in each container

quantity and destination per package

detail for each Walk Sequence prepared Carrier Route
detail for each Tracking Program address

relates containers to associated ink jet output tapes/files
quantity, rate, weight, and destination per piece (manifest)
piece barcode details

un-coded parcels address record (linked to PDR)

special fees and charges (linked to .PDR)

technique and amount for adjustment per container
barcode for special services

CRID for Move update charges

Reference-able Mail to provide digital content at the piece or version level
Reference-able Mail Barcode to provide digital content at the piece level outside of

the Mail.dat required files and structure
Referenceable Mail Summary to provide digital Content

Up to scores of records

Up to scores of records

Up to scores of records

Up to scores of records

Up to thousands of records
Up to thousands of records
Up to thousands of records
Up to tens of thousands
Up to tens of thousands
Up to thousands of records
Up to thousands of records
Up to millions of records
Up to millions of records
Up to thousands of records
Up to millions of records
Up to thousands of records
Up to thousands of records
Up to thousands of records
Up to millions of records

Up to millions of records
Up to thousands of records

Mailing Industry’s Data Standard ¢ Mail.dat® Version 24.1.1.0
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Certificate of Mailing Header-
record

Certification of Mailing Detail
record

Certification of Mailing Bulk
record

Certification of Mailing Services
fee record

O O0OO0OOoo

@]

@]

Geo location Transportation data

Details of the Transportation stops
Transportation of container information
Status of each Container tied to transportation

is used to capture the header information that is present on the Certificate of
Mailing Form

is used to capture the Detail information that is present on the Certificate of Mail
Forms

is used to capture the bulk form information that is present on the
Certificate of Mailing Forms

is used to capture the service fee information.

Up to thousands of records
Up to thousands of records
Up to thousands of records
Up to tens of thousands
Up to tens of thousands
Up to thousands of records

Up to thousands of records

Up to thousands of records

Up to thousands of records

R = Mail.dat® records for minimum Industry usage;
O = Optional, as necessary within relationship of the sender and receiver

C = One (or Two) of these files must be part of the specific Mail.dat

Mailing Industry’s Data Standard -«

Mail.dat® Version 24.1.1.0

12




Mail.dat® - Overview Of Multiple Files Concept (continued)

Mail.dat® is presented as a database consisting of files linked by Key
Fields. There are 28 files, each with its own record type, from which
recipients can extract any set of data serving their purpose. Mail.dat’s
potential: serving recipient’s information needs efficiently and
effectively while providing for all possible requests. Yet, only a limited
number of the files will be used regularly.

Key Fields (see following chart) are those records within each file type
that generate an additional record if any one of these fields, or
combination thereof, has a change. For example, within the Container
Summary file, the Job Id and Container ID fields are unique for a
specific container; however, the remaining fields may be the same for
two or more consecutive containers going to the same destination.

Key Fields provide linkage from one file to another. Deeper file levels
require more Key Fields to insure corresponding specificity. Example:
two fields define the records in the Container Summary file that belong
to a Segment; however, four fields are necessary to define records in the
Seed Name file belonging to a given Package Quantity record. Within
each record layout, a Key field is identified with a “k”.

Recognizing interacting criteria is fundamental to Mail.dat. For
example, if within a single package multiple criteria vary
simultaneously, then Mail.dat® may require as many Package Quantity
records as there are pieces in the package. Consider 12 pieces in a
package:

» 3 different Mail Piece Unit codes

* 6 subscription, 6 non-subscription

* 2 different 3-Digits (zoned).
These three interacting criteria could produce twelve combinations,
each requiring a separate Package Quantity record.

Understanding Key Fields is crucial to the successful linkage and
implementation of Mail.dat; therefore, any element within the data can
then be retrieved and output in the most convenient format. There are
several inexpensive and powerful database software programs readily
available that can easily process files presented in this manner.

Mailing Industry’s Data Standard ¢ Mail.dat® Version 24.1.1.0
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Mail .XML® Messaging

DTAC bought all Mail. XML rights from Ideallaince in 2020.

The focus of Mail.dat® has, and will continue to be, the full
description of a mailing job and related data. The traditional
Mail.dat® fixed-record specification is very well suited to conveying
full and updated data. However, there are instances where full data per
job is not necessary and there are also many of mail processes that
encompass mail product and information from more than one
Mail.dat® job. To handle these situations, the Mail.dat® Editorial
Committee has established a Mail. XML specification, more geared
towards transactional, near real time, and two-way conversational
communication.

In November, 2004 the first version of a messaging standard was
published. The Mail. XML version 1.0 (previously known as the TM
Messaging Specification) was focused on transportation and drop
shipment processes, allowing customers to create, update, and cancel

Appointments and appointments’ content, and receive closeout data.
The TM focus was also to allow business to business communication
within the industry to manage the transportation functions.

Work has continued and many more business processes have been
added to the Mail. XML family of messages supporting eDocs, Data
Distribution for Full service data, and supply chain messages, besides
the transportation messaging. In August 2010, Idealliance published
the Mail. XML 9.0 version which is an overarching specification and
for the first time has resulted in multiple pre-defined XSDs by
business function, encompassing a multitude of business functions for
the USPS Full-service option and for the industry to share information
with each other for multiple business functions.

DTAC bought all Mail. XML rights from Ideallaince in 2020 and will
manage all future changes and management of Mail. XML.

Latest version of Mail. XML is version 26.2 to be supported by the
industry in 2024.

Please contact Bob Schimek, Quad Graphics, Chair Mail. XML®
Technical Team; or Sharick Mirza, Technical Director/ DTAC
Associate, Assurety Consulting & Solutions for further information.
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Mail.dat® - Requirements For File Output

Mail.date can summarize anything one might need to know about the
presentation of a mailing; however, the fullest level of detail may not always

be necessary.

The following files are the minimum required for all transmittals of Mail.dat:

Header file

Segment file
Mail Piece Unit file
MPU / C - Relationship file

Mailer Postage Account file

Component file

Container Summary file

Container Quantity file

Package Quantity file

One of: Piece Detail file or Piece Barcode file

This may be the set of files to be exchanged initially between facilities working

on the same mailing.

The following files supports more sophisticated

production and/or transportation procedures.

Mail.dat® permits the elimination of hard-copy documentation and postage
payment documents for the Postal Service, forms the basis for container and
package tracking, facilitates ink jet production, adjusts postage, and notes

special charges.

Package Quantity file:

Walk Sequence file:

Extra Piece Detail file:

replace hard-copy documentation, facilitates
co-palletization, etc.

provide detail to verify Saturation or High
Density mailings

records identify third party move update
entities that should be invoiced

Seed Name file:

13/ C Relationship file:

Piece Barcode file:

Piece Detail file:

Un-coded Parcel Address

Special Fees/Charges file:

Special Fees Barcode

Postage Adjustment file:

Original Container file

identifies package/container of seed names
within the presort

relates containers to associated ink jet output
tapes/files

provides piece level detail required of full
service mailings; when used instead of the
Piece Detail file, acts as an extension of the
PQT file.

provides piece level detail required of full
service mailings; has additional capabilities
beyond the Piece Barcode file; when used
instead of the Piece Barcode file, acts as an
extension of the PQT file.

Un-Coded Parcel Address file: records
addresses for the un-coded parcels. (Links with
.pdr ONLY)

records specific ancillary fees (linked to the
.PDR or .PBC). To be only used for extra
Services.

provides barcode for special fees.

notes technique and reports postage adjustment
per container

allows customers to tie or link container
information between Jobs from Mail.dat and
Mail. XML

Component Characteristics file allows mailers to identify surcharges,

Referenceable Mail file:

incentive and specific contents that are part of
the mail piece.

records identify digital campaigns and enhances
capabilities of the USPS Informed Delivery
program

Mailing Industry’s Data Standard -
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Referenceable Mail Barcode Referenceable Mail Summary Record
file: records identify summary of campaigns that

file: records identify digital campaigns and enhances can be tied to barcode records

capabilities of the USPS Informed Delivery
program separate from the required file

structure
Walk Sequence file: provide detail to verify Saturation or High Density mailings
Extra Piece Detail file: records identify third party move update entities that should be invoiced

Certificate of Mailing Header Record file: Provides the header information that is present on the Certificate of Mailing Forms
Certificate of Mailing Bulk Record file: Provides the bulk form information that is present on the Certificate of Mailing Forms
Certificate of Mailing Detail Record file: Provide the detail information that is present on the Certificate of Mail Forms

Certificate of Mailing Special Fee Record file:  Provides the fee infomration that is present on the Certificate of Mail Forms

These last files would only need to be transmitted upon agreement between the provider and the recipient.
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Mail.dat®: Conformance Obligations

The challenge of Mail.dat® conformance is one that must be met by all
vendors, users, and recipients of the Mail.dat® standard. In the now distant
past, there was the possibility of reverting to hardcopy, manual, or some
other alternative if the Mail.dat® fields were inaccurate. That time is past!

The Mail.dat® Editorial Committee firmly asserts that conformance is a
responsibility of everyone within the industry who creates, modifies, or
uses Mail.dat® for the benefit of everyone within the industry who creates,
modifies, or uses Mail.dat. Conformance is the appropriate use of the
Mail.dat® standard structure, values, and design. Accuracy is not implicit
within the basic characteristics measured by conformance, but is a desired
side effect. An over-riding principle is: those who exchange data using
Mail.dat® should observe the standard, all of its revisions, associated
schedules, and its underlying spirit to eliminate both non-productive effort
and excessive data for all end-users.

Mail.dat® conformance and accuracy can be verified on three broad levels.

1. Basic Conformance—various software engines within the industry can
evaluate if the presented Mail.dat® files, and hence the authoring
software, comply with the specification structure, the permitted values
contained therein, and the relational aspects of Mail.dat® design. This
is an evaluation of the data context.

2. PAVE Conformance—the USPS’ PAVE certification process, when
using Mail.dat® as an input format, not only validates that the Mail.dat®
conforms with the specification but also evaluates the accuracy with
which the tested software communicates known data via the Mail.dat.
This is an evaluation of test data.

3. PostalOne! Conformance—the USPS’ PostalOne! electronic data
exchange platform, besides having its own conformance evaluation tool,
provides the ultimate in Mail.dat® quality analysis by running parallel
verification of the Mail.dat® structure/content against a conventional set
of documentation for the same mailings. This is conformance and
accuracy evaluation in the day-to-day world.

Conformance Principles
1. Conformance “General” Principles
a. Valid User License Code (A999, no space, not case sensitive)
b. All Required files are present
c. All File Names are valid
- same root across file names, with appropriate extensions
d. The User License Code is valid
e. If compressed Files, then File Name (+ .compressed software
extension) = External File Name, e.g., Filename.ZIP,
Filename.RAR
f. All enumerated field values are required in upper case.
2. Conformance “Content” Principles
a. If Required, then check it (“check it” = data compliant with data
definitions: “type”/ “value/“content”; and check data such as
min/max in context defined by “Class”, “Proc Category”, etc)
b. If not Required AND blank, then okay
c. If not Required, BUT populated, then check it
3. Conformance Relational Principles
a. Is Key (set of Keys) Unique
b. Do all Child Records have a Parent Record
c. Do all Parent Records have a Child Record
d. CPT records are not to be transmitted without associated MPU
records or MPUs to be transmitted without associated CQTSs.
4. Conformance Inter-Record/ Inter-Field Principles
a. Validate DMM rules as identified by Conformance Group
There are several Conformance tools to support the industry’s interest in
Conformance evaluation:
1. Mail.dat® Specification
2. The posting of valid User License Codes on Mail.dat® website
3. Conformance Engine available on the Mail.dat® website

Please feel free to contact the Mail.dat® Steering Committee leadership if
you have any questions.
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Mail.dat® - Using The Database

Mail.date is a “communication standard” of record layouts. As such, part of its effectiveness lies in some straightforward requirements for use.

All Mail.dat specifications have a four digit specification version.
e Major Version Changes are driven by the following criteria:
o Addition of new files
o Changes in field size
o Addition of new fields that change record size or field locations
e Minor Version Changes (3" position) are driven by the following :
o Addition of new values to existing fields that are not the result of mail preparation changes.
o Addition of new optional temporary fields that do not impact record size or field location by using reserved data areas.
e Minor Version Changes (4" position) are driven by the following criteria:
o Description Changes
o Addition of new scenarios
o Modification of existing scenarios
o Error corrections
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Color Coding and Deletion of fields and values

(Not all font is used as Red in this section

since color differentiation is important but it’s a new section)

e Every Major version’s changes will be depicted in Red Color.

fferent color to the extent possible.

e Every Deleted Field for a period of one major version, will be depicted with a Strikethrouth and field positions will be deleted, and field size
will be changed to Zero. For example, if HDR-1103 is to be deleted in a major spec version, the change will look like below example:

e Every Minor version’s changes will be depicted in

Before:
Licensed User's Job Number 26 - 50 25 A/N HDR-1102 | The Licensed User’s (who created this iteration of
Mail.dat) internal Job Number
Job Name/Title & Issue 51-80 30* A/N HDR-1103| Applicable Job, Title-l1ssue, Campaign Name, or
description
I File Source 81-110 30* A/N HDR-1104 | Name of the originator supplying the files
After:
Licensed User's Job Number 26 - 50 25 A/N HDR-1102| The Licensed User’s (who created this iteration of
Mail.dat) internal Job Number
Job-Name/Title & Issue 51-80 0 AN HDR-1103 ; ; ;
laserioti
File Source 51-80 30* A/N HDR-1104| Name of the originator supplying the files
An example of deleted value in errata will be:
I L.O.T. Direction Indicator 127 - 127 A/N SEG-1122 F = Forward e

User License Code
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Before any user of the DTAC Mail.dat® standard can actually process and transmit, it will be necessary to acquire a User License Code from
DTAC. This is a unique four-position alpha/numeric code to assure exclusive identification of the provider. As clarification, each mailing facility
within a corporation should have its own User License Code. A User License Code can be obtained by contacting the DTAC or by contacting your
Presort or Post-Presort software vendor who is providing you software that creates or manipulates Mail.dat data.

PLEASE NOTE: A User License Code must begin with an alpha, be four characters long, no special characters, not case-sensitive, and no spaces.

File Naming Conventions

Regardless of the technique chosen for Mail.dat® multi-file transmission, it is necessary to accurately identify the whole and the constituent files.
Therefore, the following naming conventions will apply for each Mail.dat® and the files therein:

The specific file names consist of up to 8 characters plus a 3-character file-specific extension. Example: ABCD1234.hdr

The same root (i.e. file name prefix) must be used across all files within the same multi-file transmission. Example: XYZ123.hdr, XYZ123.seg,
XYZ123.mpu, etc.

It is recommended, but not required, that the file name prefix should begin with your User License Code (4 characters) followed by a File Set ID (4
characters) that is a unique identifier within a licensed user’s jobs for the last 12 months. Standard practices for how to format the file name prefix, if
any, should be arranged by mutual agreement between the sender and receiver of the files.

Three digit File Name Components are:

.hdr = header file .cpt = component file wsr = walk sequence file

.seg = segment file .csm = container summary file. .par = postage adjustment file
.mpu= mail piece unit file .cgt = container quantity file dcr = ij/ c relationship file

.mcr = mpu / comp relationship file .pdr = piece detail file .pbc = piece barcode file

.snr = seed name file .oci = original container identification file .ccr = component characteristics file
.mpa = mailer's postage account file .pgt = package quantity file sfr = special fees file record

.sfb = special fees barcode .upa = un-coded parcel address file .epd = extra piece detail

.rms = referenceable mail summary record rmb = referenceable mail barcode record .rmr = referenceable mail record
H&p@ﬁaﬂ%@e@-da&meem Jed{——%anspemkdetau—meem Her=mRsserntensenninproesrd
chr = Certificate of Mailing Header cbr = Certification of Mailing Bulk

.cdr = Certification of Mailing Detail .cfr = Certification of Mailing Services

It is highly recommended that each Mail.date be accompanied by a transaction description. This may be hardcopy, if physically shipped, or may be
as a “Clipboard” file, if transmitted electronically. If electronic, the file should be an ASCII text file. Whatever its form, the following

examples show the types of information that would likely prove valuable to the recipient:
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File Name: DJMCO0009.hdr [etc] Job Name: ABC Catalog - Spring; String 1

User License Code: DIJMC Job ID: LL004792

Transmitted: 10/17/14 Description: For Presort Information Only, For Verification Only
or File Name: DJMCO0076.hdr [etc] Job Name: ABC Catalog - Spring; String 1

User License Code: DIMC; Job ID: LL004792

Transmitted: 10/17/14 Description: For Postage Payment; First Submission

As a further recommendation, if a file is transmitted or posted to a BBS, and is subsequently not-to-be-used, then the extension “.del” would be used
to signify the deletion of the previously sent File Name. Example, file DJIMCO0009 is deleted by posting a header record of the file to be deleted
with the transmittal name of “DJMC0009.del”

File Level and Record Level Updating

There are special techniques for submitting, revising, and/or deleting Mail.date files. Certain behaviors can occur on the full File Level (all records for a
File type are to be affected simultaneously). Other behaviors can be such as to only affect individual records. File Status fields (global to the file) are in
the Header Record. Record Status fields are in each non-header Record Type.

The various “---------- File Status” fields in the .hdr record communicate which circumstance is represented within the supplied Mail.dat® file set.
File Status Values Description Permitted Record Level Values

O = Original This is a new file, never before seen by recipient All record level indicators must be “O”.

D = Delete Delete the indicated file in its entirety No new records, so no record level indicators needed.
R = Replace Delete all previous records and full replacement All new record level indicators are “O”.

C = Change The updating files are record specific changes Permitted record level indicators are “D”, “I”, and “U”.
U = Update The updating files are record specific changes Permitted record level indicators is “U” only.

If individual record applicable behaviors occur within files, then the following ““----- ----- Record Status” values define the affected records.
Record Status Values Description

O = Original An Original record, must be part of a O or R record set; ignored, if presented within a “Change” set.

D = Delete Delete this specific record (Compare Key fields, if same, then delete).

I =Insert Insert this specific record (Must have no comparable record by Key fields, insert into file).

U = Update Update this specific record (Compare Key fields, if same then Update).

Only fully populated, as appropriate, records may be part of a file transmission. It is not appropriate to populate only those fields that change.

Special Field Notations or Requirements

* = An asterisk (*) in the Length Description of a Field (ex: 30*) indicates the field is required to be populated if the record type is used.
For all USPS PostalOne! and other system requirements, please refer to the PostalOne! Mail.dat Technical Guide available at
http://www.usps.com/postalone/guides.htm

Most USPS specific definitions have been removed from the spec and so are the two asterisks (**) removed that were PostalOne! specific.
k = A “k” in the Length description of any Field (ex: 30k) indicates that the field is a Key field within the database design.
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Reserve Field = A Reserve Field is for record balancing and/or for future use and is not to be populated within this Mail.dat® version.
Closing Character Field = A Closing Character Field must be populated with a “#”.
Reserve Code = A “reserve” code in any field is not to be used for any application within this version of Mail.dat.

Special Conformance Note
Do not validate Header History Record except for presence of the following: Job ID, Version, and whether the noted Header History Record
have any Required fields that are populated with "spaces"” (spaces are not permitted in Header History Records).

Data Type

The following conventions will apply for each Data Type in the respective fields as indicated, except as noted in specific record layouts.
A/N = left justified, “space” added N = right justified, left “zero” filled

If a field does not require the use of conventional values including “Other”, and is not used, then a “blank” field is appropriate.

User Tips
Mail.dat® File Sequence
Write files separately to the hard drive in this sequence (sequence should be used for all transmissions or exchanges of Mail.dat):
hdr, .seg, .mpu, .mcr, .mpa, .cpt, .ccr, .csm, .cqt, .pgt, .wsr, .snr, .icr, .pdr, .pbc, sfr, .sfb, .par, .oci, .upa .epd, .rmr,

.rmb, .rms, .tsr—tgr—tdr—ter,—tes chr., cbr., cdr. cfr.

Write files as fixed records and fixed-length fields.

Tape Blocking Factor
Transferring Mail.date between different platforms can be tricky. Using labeled tapes makes it easier, but sometimes incompatibilities
between operating systems makes this impossible. Therefore, in this case, the following rule is recommended:
For unlabeled tapes, block 100 records to each block.
If the resulting block exceeds 32,000 characters, then block 10 records to each block.

Note that the record count for each file is in the required Header record.
If the record count is zero, as with an optional file, it is not in the transmission and the subsequent file is next.

Line Delimiters
Mail.dat® should be created with whatever line delimiters are appropriate for the platform upon which it is being created.
For example, MS-DOS works well with both carriage returns and line feeds at the end of each line.
On the other hand UNIX works well with just line feeds, while IBM MVS/VSE uses a completely different method of line control.

Most file transfer utilities (FTP, etc.) on the market do the necessary conversion between different platforms as they transfer files.
You should select “ASCII”, not “binary” as the transfer type. And select “add CR/LF” and “EBCDIC to ASCII” as appropriate.
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Mail.dat® 24-1 Database Design Charts
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Mail.dat 24-1 - Database Design Chart
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Mail.dat® 24-1 Design PAGE 2 — CERTIFICATE OF
MAILING
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Mail.dat® 24-1 Record Layouts
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I HEADER RECORD - .hdr

I Field Name Position Length | Data Type | Field Code Descriptions

Job ID 1-8 8*k A/N HDR-1001 | (Zero fill prior to the numeric, if numeric only). A Job ID (the
Mail.dat® serial number) should be unique compared to all
other supplied Job IDs provided by the same source. The Job
ID assigned to any new Mail.dat® is also to be applied to any
Historical Header Record part of that transmission; it is the
Historical Job ID that retains the initial 1D throughout its
existence. Job IDs are user managed, but must remain unique
within one User License Code.

Mail.dat Version 9-12 4* A/N HDR-1101 24-1

Header History Sequence Number 13-16 4*k N HDR-1025 | First Header created with initial iteration of this Mail.dat® =
"9999", next iteration of this Mail.dat® as it is successively
processed would have a Header with a History Sequence
number = "9998", etc. Current Active Header would be next in
the series, hence the record with the lowest History Sequence
value. Header History Status field (see next) also denotes
current active header.

Header History Status 17-17 1* A HDR-1148 | C = Current, H = History

Transmit all history records with subsequent transmissions. C
= Current (this .hdr record is applicable to current
transmission) H = History (this .hdr record predates and is
associated with, but not specifically applicable to, current
Mail.dat® transmission) All .HDR records received for a
specific Mail.dat® must be forwarded with that Mail.dat, or
portion thereof, if such transmission occurs. As applicable, the
received Header is updated by the Mail.dat® processor with an
"H" in this field as it is passed along with the new Current
Active Header to next recipient.
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HEADER RECORD, continued

Field Name Position Length | Data Type | Field Code | Descriptions

Historical Job ID 18- 25 8* A/N HDR-1153 | (zero fill prior to numeric, if numeric only). Populated with
the applicable Job ID by party creating the "currently active"
Header. Successive processors do not disturb this field.
Successive processors will only change the Header History
Status field in this record from "C" to "H".

Licensed User's Job Number 26 - 50 25 A/N HDR-1102 | The Licensed User’s (who created this iteration of Mail.dat)
internal Job Number

Job Name/Title & Issue 51-80 30* A/N HDR-1103 | Applicable Job, Title-Issue, Campaign Name, or description

File Source 81-110 30* A/N HDR-1104 | Name of the originator supplying the files

User License Code 111-114 4 A/N HDR-1105 | ULC of party creating this iteration of Mail.dat

Must - begin with an alpha, be four characters, have no
spaces, have no special characters, not be case sensitive

Contact Name 115- 144 30* A/N HDR-1106 | Ex: John Smith. Name of individual for contact support at
originator of this file

Contact Telephone Number 145 - 154 10* A/N HDR-1107 | Phone of individual listed in Contact Name (ex:
9999999999) Ex: 9999999999

Contact Email 155 -214 60* A/N HDR-1157 | Email address of who created this iteration of Mail.dat

Date Prepared 215 - 222 8* N HDR-1108 | YYYYMMDD (cannot be all zeros) . Date originator
transmitted this file

Time Prepared 223 - 227 5* A/N HDR-1109 | HH:MM (Ex: 18:12). Time of Day originator transmitted
this file (ex 19:34)

Mail.dat Revision 228 - 232 5* A/N HDR-1192 | 1.0

Segment Record Count 233 - 238 6* N HDR-1111 | The number of Segment records in this Mail.dat.

Transmitting multiple Segments within one Mail.dat® is an
expected behavior within this specification
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HEADER RECORD, continued

Field Name Position Length | Data Type | Field Code | Descriptions
Segment File Status 239 - 239 1* AN HDR-1112 | O =Original, D = Delete Entire File,
R = Replace Entire File, C = Change Individual Records,
N = None Transmitted, U = Update individual Records
In this field, and all following Status fields, "O", "D", "R" and "N"
describe action upon an entire file. "C" and "U" indicate that only
individual records are modified.
Mail Piece Unit Record Count 240 - 245 6* N HDR-1113 | The number of Mail Piece Unit records in this Mail.dat
Mail Piece Unit File Status 246 - 246 1* A/N HDR-1114 | O,D,R,N,C, U
MPU / C Relationship Record Count 247 - 252 6* N HDR-1115 | The number of MPU / C Relationship records in this
Mail.dat
MPU / C Relationship File Status 253 - 253 1* A/N HDR-1116 | O,D,R,N,C, U
Mailer Postage Account Record Count 254 - 259 6* N HDR-1158 | The number of Mailer's Postage Account records in this
Mail.dat
Mailer Postage Account File Status 260 - 260 1* AIN HDR-1159 | O,D,R,N,C, U
Component Record Count 261 - 266 6* N HDR-1118 | The number of Component records in this Mail.dat
Component File Status 267 - 267 1* A/N HDR-1119 | O,D,R,N,C, U
Component Characteristic Record 268 - 273 6* N HDR-1181 | The number of Component Characteristics records in this
Count Mail.dat
Component Characteristic File Status 274 - 274 1* A/N HDR-1180 | O,D,R,N,C, U
Container Summary Record Count 275 - 280 6* N HDR-1120 | The number of Container Summary records in this Mail.dat
Container Summary File Status 281 - 281 1* A/N HDR-1121 | O,D,R,N,C,U
Container Quantity Record Count 282 - 289 8* N HDR-1126 | The number of Container Quantity records in this Mail.dat
Container Quantity File Status 290 - 290 1* A/N HDR-1127 O,D,R,N,C, U
Package Quantity Record Count 291 - 298 8* N HDR-1128 | The number of Package Quantity records in this Mail.dat
Package Quantity File Status 299 - 299 1* A/N HDR-1129 | O,D,R,N,C, U

Mailing Industry’s Data Standard -
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HEADER RECORD, continued

Field Name Position Length | Data Type | Field Code | Descriptions

Walk Sequence Record Count 300 - 307 8* N HDR-1130 | The number of Walk Sequence records in this Mail.dat

Walk Sequence File Status 308 - 308 1* A/N HDR-1131 | O,D,R,N,C, U

Seed Name Record Count 309 - 316 8* N HDR-1132 | The number of Seed Name records in this Mail.dat

Seed Name File Status 317 - 317 1* A/N HDR-1133 O,D,R,N,C, U

1J/ C Relationship Record Count 318 - 325 8* N HDR-1136 &hgln(;JTber of Ink Jet/Container Relationship records in this
ail.da

1J / C Relationship File Status 326 - 326 1* A/N HDR-1137 | O,D,R,N,C, U

Piece Detail Record Count 327 - 336 10* N HDR-1138 | The number of Piece Detail records in this Mail.dat

Piece Detail File Status 337 - 337 1* AN HDR-1139 | O,D,R,N,C,U

Piece Barcode Record Count 338 - 347 10* N HDR-1178 | The number of Piece barcode records in this Mail.dat

Piece Barcode File Status 348 - 348 1* A/N HDR-1179 O,D,R,N,C, U

Special Fee/Charge Record Count 349 - 358 10 * N HDR-1140 | The number of Special Fees/Charges records in this Mail.dat

Special Fee/Charge File Status 359 - 359 1* A/N HDR-1141 O,D,R,N,C,U

Postage Adjustment Record Count 360 - 365 6* N HDR-1146 | The number of Postage Adjustment records in this Mail.dat

Postage Adjustment File Status 366 - 366 1* A/N HDR-1147 | O,D,R,N,C, U

Original Container Identification Record 367 - 372 6* N HDR-1172 The number of original Container Information Records in this

Count Mail.dat

Original Container Identification File Status 373-373 1* A/N HDR-1173 O,D,R,N,C,U

Un-Coded Parcel Address Record Count 374 - 379 6* N HDR-1184 1|\'/|hg|n(;1mber of original Un-coded parcel address Records in this
ail.dat

Un-Coded Parcel Address File Status 380 - 380 1* A/N HDR-1185 O,D,R,N,C, U

Special Fee/Charge Barcode Record 381 -390 10* N HDR-1186 | The number of Special Fees/Charges Barcode records in this

Count Mail.dat

Special Fee/Charge Barcode Status 391 -391 1* A/N HDR-1187 | O,D,R,N,C, U
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HEADER RECORD, continued

Field Name Position Length | Data Type | Field Code | Descriptions

Extra Piece Detail Record Count 392 -401 10* N HDR-1188 | The number of Extra Piece Detail records in this Mail.dat

Extra Piece Detail Status 402 - 402 1* AN HDR-1189 | O,D,R,N,C,U

Referenceable Mail Record Count 403 - 412 10* N HDR-1190 | The number of referenceable mail records in this Mail.dat

Referenceable Mail Status 413 - 413 1* A/N HDR-1191 | O,D,R,N,C,U

Referenceable Mail Summary Record 414 - 423 10* N HDR-1193 | The number of referenceable mail summary records in this

Count Mail.dat

Referenceable Mail Summary Status 424 - 424 1* A/N HDR-1194 | O,D,R,N,C,U

Referenceable Mail Barcode Record 425 - 434 10* N HDR-1195 | The number of referenceable mail barcode records in this Mail.dat

Count

Referenceable Mail Barcode Status 435 - 435 1* A/N HDR-1196 | O,D,R,N,C,U

Transpertation-Summary-Reeerd-Count 436441 6% N HBR-1197 | Thenumberoftransportation-summary-records-in-this-Mail.dat

Transportation Geo-Data Record Count 443 - 448 6= N HDR-1199 | Fhenwrberolrarsportaton-goo-tetirecordsrocords-in-this

Mathdat

Franspertation-Detat-Record-Count 450 - 455 6= N HDR-2002 | TFhenumberoftransportation-detail-recordsin-this-Mak-dat
on.C : x N : . . irs this Mail.

e 4544509 6% B HDR-2006 | Thenwrheraliarsporation-containertecordsin-tis-Maibdat

S

Status

Certificate of Mailing Header Record 436 - 441 6* N HDR-1201 | The number of Certificate of Mailing header records in this

Count

Mail.dat
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HEADER RECORD, continued

Field Name Position Length | Data Type | Field Code | Descriptions
Certificate of Mailing Header Status 442 - 442 1* A/N HDR-1202 | O,D,R,N,C, U
Certificate of Mailing Detail Record 443 - 452 10* N HDR-1203 | The number of certificate of mailing detail records in this Mail.dat
Count
Certificate of Mailing Detail Status 453 - 453 1* AIN HDR-1204 | O,D,R,N,C,U
Certificate of Mailing Bulk Record 454 - 463 10* N HDR-1205 | The number of certificate of mailing bulk records in this Mail.dat
Count
Certificate of Mailing Bulk Status 464 - 464 1* A/N HDR-1206 | O,D,R,N,C, U
Certificate of Mailing Services Record 465 - 474 10* A/N HDR-1207 | The number of certificate of mailing services records in this
Count Mail.dat
Certificate of Mailing Services Status 475 - 475 1= AN HDR-1208 | O,D,R,N,C, U
Mail.dat Presentation Category 476 - 476 1* AN HDR-1154 | P = Conventional Presort; M =MLOCR; N = Single Piece,
C= Consolidated Internal Copal Job with MLOCR and Conventional Presort
E = Consolidated External Copal Job with MLOCR and Conventional Presort
| = Informed Delivery R = Certificate of Mailing F=Transportation
e e
Original Software Vendor Name 477 - 506 30* A/N HDR-1174 | Originator company name of this Mail.dat
Original Software Products Name 507 - 536 30* A/N HDR-1175 | Originator product name of this Mail.dat
Original Software Version 537 - 546 10* A/N HDR-1176 | Originator software version of this Mail.dat
Original Software Vendor’s Email 547 - 606 60* AIN HDR-1177 | Originator software company email address
; ) * ) Required, may be name of in-house proprietary software. Name of
Mail.dat Software Vendor Name 607 - 636 30 AN HDR-1150 author of software creating the Mail.dat® as appended to this
respective .hdr record. This may be the name of the transmitting
agent, if they wrote their own proprietary "home-grown" software.
Mail.dat Software Product's Name 637 - 666 30* A/N HDR-1155 Name of product creating this Header and applicable data in associated
records
Mail.dat Software Version 667 - 676 10* A/N HDR-1151 | Version of the software creating the transmitted Mail.dat
Mail.dat Software Vendor's Email 677 -736 60* A/N HDR-1156 | Email address of party creating product named above
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HEADER RECORD, continued

Field Name Position Length | Data Type | Field Code | Descriptions

Reserve 33 1 N HDR-1162 | Reserved-for-future

Zone Matrix Date 737 - 744 8 N HDR-1160 | YYYYMMDD

eDoc Sender CRID 745- 756 12 AN HDR-1183 | 1is Usps-assigned id, CRID, will be used by the USPS to
uniquely identify the submitter of electronic documentation to the
PostalOne! system. This field will be used to identify a new
business role, called the eDoc submitter, which may be different
from the mail preparer, mail owner, mail transporter, and
scheduler roles
Left justify, space padded to the right, only digits O - 9 acceptable.

Information Exchange 757 - 776 20 AN HDR-1182 This field is for the exchange of private information between
sender and catcher.

User Option Field 777 - 1999 1223 AN HDR-1152 Available for customer data for unique user application.

I Closing Character 2000 -2000 1* HDR-9999 | Must be "#" sign
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SEGMENT RECORD - .seg
Field Name Positions | Length | Data Type | Field Code | Description
Job ID 1-8 8*k A/N SEG-1001 (zero fill prior to numeric, if numeric only). See definition of
Job ID under Header Job Id
Segment ID 9-12 4*k A/N SEG-1002 (zero fill prior to numeric, if numeric only) In the event of

multiple presorts supplied under common Job ID, the Segment ID
must differentiate each subordinate presorts from the others.

A Segment is a mailing facility production run within a job.
Therefore, the Segment ID is a code representing a version,
string, list, etc. In general, the fewer the segments within a
Mail.dat® the better. It is only appropriate to create a unique
segment when it is needed to separate part of a mailing for
different processing. For instance, a portion of a mailing might
need to have an invoice attached in an off-line operation, or the
bulk copies of a Periodical might need to be prepared in cartons.
Another example might be different versions of a catalog, which
cannot be produced, in a selective binding process. In such cases,
individual segments could be appropriate.

Segmenting should not be used to differentiate among entry
points unless they will need to be processed in some
fundamentally different fashion. Similarly, segmentation should
not be used to create reporting categories from information that is
otherwise available in the Mail.dat. A good example of proper
Segmentation would be one segment for domestic mail and one
segment for USPS International, not a separate Segment for each
entry point.
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SEGMENT RECORD, continued

Field Name

Positions

Length

Data Type

Field Code

Description

Segment Description

13-72

60

AN

SEG-1101

Segmentation should be at single mail stream level, (not higher or
lower specific hierarchy). Describe string, list, mail-stream
characteristics which this particular set of names exhibits.

Example for a single list Segment: Spring - Remail, prospects, $10
Off

Example of a selective bind Segment: Spring - Remail, all
versions

Class Defining Preparation

73-73

1*

AN

SEG-1102

This is the USPS Class that will define preparation criteria as well
as postage rates for pieces within this Mail.dat. Although
generally obvious, this needs to be specified especially for such
instances as: Periodicals with Standard Mail Enclosure and
Periodicals with First Class Enclosure.

1 = First Class 4 = Pkg Services
2 = Periodicals 6 = Std/BPM/Periodicals Co-Mailings
3 = Std Mail 9 = Other

Principal Processing Category

74-75

2*

AN

SEG-1103

This label describes the physical processing category the mail piece(s)
qualify, which determines preparation and prices

LT = Letter MP = Machinable Parcel
FL = Flat IR = Irregular Parcel
CD =_Card PF = Parcel, First Class

CM = Custom Mail
NP = Non Machinable Parcels

Substituted Container Prep

7676

A/N

SEG-1110

S = Sacks for trays T = Trays for Sacks

This field notes if, for production reasons, an alternate container is
used for the preparation and submission of the mailing; such as,
sacking an automated Letter. (See Scenario)
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SEGMENT RECORD, continued

Field Name

Positions

Length

Data Type

Field Code

Description

Periodicals Newspaper Treatment

=77

AN

SEG-1111

Y =Yes N = No

This field notes if the Periodicals publication is eligible for
"Newspaper" handling.

Logical/Physical CONTAINER
Indicator

78178

1*

AN

SEG-1112

L = Logical Container P = Physical Container

This field indicates the presence of logical container types in the
CSM. When populated with L = Logical at least one container
must be logical (M, L) otherwise when populated with P, no
container type can be logical.

This field is required.

Log/Phy PACKAGE Indicator

79-79

1*

AN

SEG-1113

L = Logical Package P = Physical Package

This field indicates whether the package record within the
Mail.dat® presents logical or physical packages. A logical package
would be one record representing the 108 pieces that are all going
to the same carrier route. If presented as physical packages those
same 108 pieces might be presented as five records; representing
25, 25, 25, 17 and 16 pieces, respectively. This field is required,
and must be completed even if the Package Quantity records are
not being transmitted for the particular Mail.dat.

LOT Database Date

80— 87

8*

SEG-1116

YYYYMMDD (cannot be all zeros) Date of LOT database. This
field only to be populated if LOT step done in presort step.
“00010101” will be the “non-value” if no date available.

Must have a valid date for automation and/or carrier route mail,
otherwise populate with default value “00010101”. Use of non-
value may jeopardize rate eligibility. In case of multiple dates, use
the oldest date.

Verification Facility Name

88 — 117

30

A/N

SEG-1118

Name of Mailing Facility where verification occurs

Verification Facility ZIP Code

118 - 126

AIN

SEG-1119

ZIP Code of Post Office where postage statement will be finalized
(the associated BMEU, not the DMU)

L.O.T. Direction Indicator

127 - 127

AIN

SEG-1122

F = Forward R = Reverse

Barcode Verifier Indicator

128 — 128

AIN

SEG-1123

Y =Yes N =No (MLOCR indicator)
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SEGMENT RECORD, continued

Field Name

Positions

Length

Data Type

Field Code

Description

Package Services Packaging Criteria

129 -130

AN

SEG-1128

PC = Piece PD = Pound CB = Both

Automation Coding Date

131138

8*

N

SEG-1129

YYYYMMDD (cannot be all zeros)

“00010101” will be the “non-value” if no date available.

Must have a valid date for automation and/or carrier route mail,
otherwise populate with default value “00010101”. Use of non-
value may jeopardize rate eligibility. In case of multiple dates, use
the oldest date.

Carrier Route Coding Date

139 - 146

8*

SEG-1130

see previous field

Carrier Route Sequencing Date

147 — 154

8*

SEG-1131

see previous field

Move Update Date

155 -162

SEG-1134

Oldest date on which any portion of the mail file represented by
this Segment was updated in accord with Move Update policy.
YYYYMMDD (cannot be all zeros)

Detached Mailing Label Indicator

163 - 163

AN

SEG-1136

A = Detached Address Label, B = Detached Marketing Label,
Blank = Not Applicable

eDoc Sender CRID

164 - 175

12

AN

SEG-1140

This USPS-assigned id, CRID, will be used by the industry to identify the
originator of the Segment.

Left justify, space padded to the right, only digits O - 9 acceptable.

Container and Bundle Charge Method

176 — 176

1*

SEG-1141

This field identifies how to calculate periodical charges.
1 — Charge all to a 3™ party

2 — Charge all to one of the publications

3 — proportion by copies to each of the publications
0 — no publications in the mailing

MPA ID for Container and Bundle
Charge Method

177 — 186

10

AIN

SEG-1142

MPA ldentifier that will be used to allocate the container and bundle
charges for the segment if ALL containers and/or bundles are
charged to a single payer. (zero fill prior to numeric, if numeric
only). Note: This value should only be entered if the ‘Container and
Bundle Charge Method” is 1 or 2
Unique identifier for the respective MPA within an MPU.
Establishes the set of MPU copies on one Postage Statement
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SEGMENT RECORD, continued

Field Name Positions | Length | Data Type | Field Code | Description
Less Than a Presort Segment 187 - 187 1 A/N SEG-1145 Identifies Full or Partial
Presentation Y = Partial; N = Full Presort
This field identifies Full or partial presort segment presentation
Full-Service Participation Indicator 188 - 188 1 A/N SEG-1146 | Valid valuesare F or Mor Blank

Blank = None
M = Mixed (Basic and Full Mixed)

Mail Owners/Mailing Agents will be required to use the Intelligent Mail®
barcode on their letter and flat mail pieces in place of the routing ZIP ®
barcode. At a minimum, this barcode will include the same delivery point
information that is included in the routing ZIP ® barcode today, an assigned
Mailer ID, the class of mail, and optional endorsement line (OEL)
information, if an OEL is printed on the mail piece. Mail Owners/Mailing
Agents using pressure sensitive bar-coded presort labels will not be
required to include this information in the Intelligent Mail® barcode. For
Basic-option the Mail Owners/Agents do not need to provide piece detail
electronic information.

F = Full Service Option

Under the Full Service option, Mail Owners/Mailing Agents will be
required to apply Intelligent Mail® barcodes on their letter and flat mail
pieces, trays and sacks, and other containers. Mailers will also be required
to submit their postage statements and mailing documentation
electronically. For drop-ship mailings and all origin-entered mail verified at
a detached mail unit (DMU), Mail Owners/Mailing Agents will be required
to schedule electronic appointments using the Facility Access and Shipment
Tracking (FAST) system.
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SEGMENT RECORD, continued

Field Name

Positions

Length

Data Type

Field Code

Description

Move Update Method

189 - 189

N

SEG-1147

This field is used to identify Move Update method at the postage statement
level.

0 = None

1=ACS

2 = NCOALink

4 = Mailer Move Update Process Certification/Alternative method( 99%
rule, legal restraint, 100% newly acquired from addressee)

5 = Ancillary Service Endorsements

6 = Multiple

7 = Simplified/Occupant/Exceptional/Alternative Address Format - No
move update method needed for this code

8 = OneCode ACS™

Delivery Statistics File Date

190 - 197

8*

SEG-1150

Required - YYYYMMDD (cannot be all zeros)

“00010101” will be the “non-value” if no date available.

Must have a valid date for automation and/or carrier route mail,

otherwise populate with default value “00010101”. Use of non- value may
jeopardize rate eligibility. Date when the Delivery Statistics file was used for
reporting on the postage statements. In the case of multiple delivery statistics
file dates, the oldest date should be used for populating this field.

Informed Address Indicator

198 - 198

1*

AN

SEG-1187

Y =Yes N = No

Informed Address Expiration Date

199 - 206

SEG-1186

Should have a valid date when Informed Address pieces are in the mailing, in
the YYYYMMDD format (Cannot be all zeroes). In case of multiple
expiration dates, use the oldest date.

Information Exchange

207 - 226

20

AN

SEG-1182

See definition in HDR

User Option Field

227 - 246

20

AIN

SEG-1126

Available for customer data for unique user application.

Mailing Agreement Type

247 - 247

AIN

SEG-1139

A = Alternate Mailing System

B = Optional Procedure

C = Reserved

D = Value Added

E = Combined Mail

F = Combined and Value Added
G = Manifest Mailing Itemized
H = Manifest Mailing Batch

Blank = Not Applicable
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SEGMENT RECORD, continued

Field Name Positions | Length | Data Type | Field Code | Description

FCM Letter Residual Preparation 248 - 248 1 A/N SEG-1183 M = Mixed (the statements in the segment have residual pieces with less than or

Indicator equal to 3.5 ounces
Blank = Separated or Not applicable (if the statements in the segment have
residual pieces with less than or equal to 3.5 oz then they are separated in
containers/trays; otherwise this field is not applicable)

Handling Unit Uniqueness Manager 249 - 260 12 A/N SEG-1184 This USPS-assigned id, CRID, will be used to uniquely identify the party

CRID responsible for maintaining handling unit uniqueness. Left justify, space padded
to the right, only digits 0 - 9 acceptable

Container Uniqueness Manager CRID 261 - 272 12 A/N SEG-1185 This USPS-assigned id, CRID, will be used to uniquely identify the party
responsible for maintaining container uniqueness. Left justify, space padded to
the right, only digits O - 9 acceptable

SEG Record Status 273 - 273 1* A/N SEG-2000 0,D,1,U
O = Original, D = Delete record, if same Keys, | = Insert record, if not
match previous Keys, U = Update with this record, if match to Keys

Reserve 274 - 276 3 A/N SEG-1127

Closing Character 277 - 277 1* SEG-9999 | Must be "#" sign
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I MAIL PIECE UNIT RECORD - .mpu

Field Name Positions | Length | Data |Field Code |Description
Type
Job ID 1-8 8 *k A/N MPU-1001 | (zero fill prior to numeric, if numeric only). See Header file’s Job 1D
definition.
Segment ID 9-12 4 *k A/N MPU-1002 | (zero fill prior to numeric, if numeric only). See Segment file’s

Segment ID definition.

Mail Piece Unit ID 13-17 | 5*k A/N | MPU-1003 | (zero fill prior to numeric, if numeric only)
Must have some value, even if single edition. This ID will be used by the computer

controlled equipment at the mailing facility to manufacture the specific binding parts for
this make-up within this particular mailing. Any Mail Piece Unit exists within a specific
Segment. Therefore, Segment/MPU is mutually exclusive. MPU alone is not unique.

Mail Piece Unit Name 18 - 29 12* A/N MPU-1101 | The name used to identify a specific marketing version within a list, bind and
distribution environment. This name may be on-going as a description from issue to
issue, as opposed to the job to job alpha and/or numeric Selective Bind Code that will
control the binding machine.

The Mail Piece Unit Name, more traditionally in Periodicals, may be a "meaningful”
identifier; such as S-S NW Metro. Whether in Periodicals or other classes, the MPU
Name field is a defined location where downstream users can find the MPU’s
meaningful Name for this job, regardless of the arbitrary MPU ID. If, as may often be
the case in non-Periodical, there is no benefit derived from "special naming"”, then the
Book Make-up Name can be the same as the MPU ID. The MPU Name will be the
source for mail owner’s name on Postage Payment forms or their electronic equivalents.

Mail Piece Unit name -- suggested convention for carrying the identity of the base book

- MPU Name Field:”Exxxxxxx BRO” -- -- “E” (hard coded) stands for edition; --
“xxxxxxx” (only as many as necessary) represents base book edition; -- « ”
(underline) separates edition & suffix; -- “B”/”R”/”0” (solo or BO or RO) B =Bill,

R = Renewal, O= Other H = Periodicals Ride-Along -- examples: “E9711COM_B”
or “E1997S O” or “E01_RO”
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MAIL PIECE UNIT RECORD,
continued

Field Name

Positions

Length

Data
Type

Field Code

Description

Mail Piece Unit Description

30-59

30

A/N

MPU-1102

This is a unique name or code for each specific version being created
within this mailing. However, as a differentiation from the Mail Piece
Unit Name, this may be a meaningful descriptor of a broader
significance than just this mailing. Therefore, this field is an
opportunity to have absolute, as well as of relative, information in this
record. This offers information for enhanced quality assurance and
reduced error.

For example: A periodical has a "Metro Northwest Superspot™ edition
that is run every issue. Therefore, the Mail Piece Unit ID to drive the
machine in the bindery might be "B" for one issue and "Q" a month
later.

However, the Mail Piece Unit Name would always be "S-S NW
Metro" and the Mail Piece Unit Description would always be "Metro
Northwest Superspot"

A 3C campaign may not have repeating market target names; or they
may. So, the Mail Piece Unit IDs for a mailing may be "A", "B", and
"C". For that campaign, the MPU Descriptions may be "A", "B", and
"C.", or the MPU Descriptions could be "RHF", "RHS", and "RHT",
if those were meaningful codes carrying over from one job to another.

The originator of the Mail.dat® file, as agreed by receiving mailing
facilities, can choose to the finest level of detail in the preceding two
fields or simply clone that which is in the Mail Piece Unit ID field.

Mail Piece Unit - Weight

60 - 65

6*

MPU-1103

Weight of a copy

99v9999; pounds, rounded (decimal point implied)
Presort Facilities default to 1 ounce, if Metered Mail

MPU - Weight: Source

66 - 66

A/N

MPU-1104

Source of Piece Weight

A = Agent (real-time), C = Calculated (formula)
P = Postal (clerk), L = Logical (implied from rate)
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MAIL PIECE UNIT RECORD,
continued

Field Name Positions | Length| Data Field Code | Description
Type
MPU - Weight: Status 67 - 67 1* A/N MPU-1105 | Status of weight data
N = None Given, P = Pending,
F = Final, M = Man Wt (function of Rate, not actual)
Mail Piece Unit - Length 68 - 74 7 N MPU-1106 | Length of a copy
999v9999; inches, rounded (decimal point implied)
Mail Piece Unit - Width 75-80 6 N MPU-1107 | Width of a copy
99v9999; inches, rounded (decimal point implied)
Mail Piece Unit - Thickness 81 - 86 6 N MPU-1108 | Thickness of a copy
99v9999; inches (decimal point implied)
Mail Piece Unit - Class 87 -87 1* AIN MPU-1111| The Postal Class of this Mail Piece Unit within Mail.dat.
1 = First Class 2 = Periodicals 3 = Std Mail
4 = Pkg Services 5 = Per Pending 9 = Other

Mailing Industry’s Data Standard -
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MAIL PIECE UNIT RECORD,
continued

Field Name

Positions | Length

Data
Type

Field Code

Description

Mail Piece Unit - Rate Type

88 - 89 2*

A/N

MPU-1112

The special rate type that applies to this Mail Piece Unit

R = Regular (US/MEX/CAN) N = Nonprofit L = Library
S = Science of Agriculture C=Classroom  P=ParcelSelect LW
B = Bound Printed Matter F = Media

T = Priority

E = Priority Mail Flat Rate Envelopes (12-1/2” x 9-1/2” or smaller)
E1 = Priority Mail Legal Flat Rate Envelope

E2 = Priority Mail Padded Flat Rate Envelope

E7 = Priority Mail Medium Flat Rate Box

D = Parcel Select Destination Entry

G= Priority-Mat-Flat{Fixed)-Rate-Box Reserve

X = Other J=Priority Mail Flat — Large Box

O = Priority Mail Small Flat-Rate Box

K = Priority Mail Flat — Large Box APO/FPO

W = Science of Agriculture Limited Circulation
Y = Regular Limited Circulation
T1 — Priority Mail Cubic — Tier 1
T2 — Priority Mail Cubic — Tier 2
T3 — Priority Mail Cubic — Tier 3
T4 — Priority Mail Cubic — Tier 4
T5 — Priority Mail Cubic — Tier 5

D1 = USPS Ground Advantage — Cubic Tier 1
D2 = USPS Ground Advantage — Cubic Tier 2
D3 = USPS Ground Advantage — Cubic Tier 3
D4 = USPS Ground Advantage — Cubic Tier 4
D5 = USPS Ground Advantage — Cubic Tier 5
D6 = USPS Ground Advantage — Cubic Tier 6
D7 = USPS Ground Advantage — Cubic Tier 7
D8 = USPS Ground Advantage — Cubic Tier 8
D9 = USPS Ground Advantage — Cubic Tier 9
D0 = USPS Ground Advantage — Cubic Tier 10

Rate Schedule

90-90 1

AIN

MPU-1128

BLANK = Not Applicable or Commercial,
N = NSA; R = Retail.
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MAIL PIECE UNIT RECORD,
continued

Field Name Positions | Length| Data Field Code | Description
Type
Mail Piece Unit - Processing 91 -92 2% AN MPU-1113 The processing category for which this Mail Piece Unit is eligible.
Category LT = Letter FL =Flat CD = Card MP = Machinable Parcel IR = Irregular Parcel
PF = Parcel, First Class CM = Custom Mail NP = Non-Machinable Parcel
MPU Surcharge 93-93 1* AIN MPU-1115| Surcharges applicable to the this MPU:
N = Not Oversized O-==SingleRCMon-Sid-Surcharge
C=Fesidun ShoooCurehoen
R = Non-Mach Surcharge S=Presort-Non-Std-Surcharge
D = Dim Weight-Rectangular T = Dim Weight-Non-Rectangular
1 =Parcel > 84" < 108" 2 = Parcel > 108" < 130"
Regarding Machinability; a single MPU will be used to describe the
nature of the mail piece:
- The MPU - Surcharge field to indicate overall nature of the piece’s
physical characteristics.
- Two MPUs (and associated CPTs) may be necessary to
communicate a mailing, not just CPTs
Co-Palletization Code 94 -95 2* A/N MPU-1116| Used to differentiate carrier route mail going to the same ZIP and
Route that was coded and presorted independently, to allow
association with a subset of the Walk Sequence Records (*.wsr).
For Co-palletization, it creates an efficient means to differentiate
each of the possible job and sub-job entities within a co-palletization
set-up. Can also be used to differentiate between simplified and
non-simplified addressed pieces when combined in the same job.
Populate with “01” for jobs where this additional level of detail is
not needed.
Machinability Indicator 96 - 96 1* A/N | MPU-1123 | Y = Machinable
U = Flat Machinable on UFSM 1000
N = Not Machinable
Pre-Denominated Amount 97 -101 5 N MPU-1124| 9999v9 cents (decimal implied)
Postage Affixed Type 102 - 102 1 A/N MPU-1125| S = Stamp M = Meter
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MAIL PIECE UNIT RECORD,

continued
Field Name Positions | Length| Data Field Code | Description
Type

Standard Parcel Type 103 - 103 1 A/N MPU-1132| M = Marketing; F = Not a Marketing parcel
BLANK = Not a Standard Parcel
S = Sample Small L = Sample Large

User Option Field 104 - 123 20 A/N MPU-1129| Available for customer data for unique user application.

Move Update Supplier CRID 124 - 135 12 A/N MPU-1130| This USPS-assigned id, CRID, will be used to uniquely identify the party
responsible for compliance with USPS move update requirements. Left
justify, space padded to the right, only digits 0 - 9 acceptable

Piece Uniqueness Manager CRID 136 - 147 12 A/N MPU-1131| This USPS-assigned id, CRID, will be used to uniquely identify the party
responsible for maintaining piece IMb® uniqueness. Left justify, space
padded to the right, only digits O - 9 acceptable

MPU Record Status 148 - 148 1* A/N MPU-2000| O, D, I, U
O = Original, D = Delete, | = Insert, U = Update

Grouped Extra Service Type 149 - 149 1 A/N MPU-1133| Identifies the type of Grouped Extra Service

B = Certificate of Bulk Mailing (3606-D)
F = Certificate of Mailing Firm Book (3665)

Grouped Extra Service Barcode 150 - 183 34 A/N MPU-1134| Identifies IMpb® (Intelligent Mail Package Barcode)

IMpb® Barcode Construct Code 184 - 184 1 A/N MPU-1135| Populate when IMpb® is used. This code identifies which combination of ZIP,
MID, and serial number is used in the IMpb®. Possible values would be:

A =C01,B=C02,C=C03,D=C04, E=C05, F=C06, G =C07, H=C08,
I =C09,J=C10, K=N01, L =NO02, M = NO03, N = N04, O = N05, P = NO6,
Q=L01,R=1L02,S =L03, T =L04, Blank = Not applicable.

Industry has agreed that for IMpb®, only PDR is the viable option because it
provides the 11 digit Zip code in the Piece Barcode field.

Reserve 185-192 8 A/N MPU-1121

Closing Character 193 -193 1* MPU-9999| Must be "#" sign

Mailing Industry’s Data Standard e« Mail

.dat® Version 24.1.1.0

47




MPU / C - RELATIONSHIP RECORD - .mcr

Field Name

Positions

Length

Data Type

Field Code

Description

Job ID

1-8

8*k

A/N

MCR-1001

(zero fill prior to numeric, if numeric only). See Header File’s Job ID
definition.

Segment 1D

4*k

A/N

MCR-1002

(zero fill prior to numeric, if numeric only). See Segment File’s
Segment ID definition.

Mail Piece Unit ID

5*k

A/N

MCR-1003

(zero fill prior to numeric, if numeric only)

Left justify, must have some value, even if single edition. (zero fill

prior to numeric, if numeric only). See MPU File’s MPU ID definition.
(zero fill prior to numeric, if numeric only)

18-25

8*k

A/N

MCR-1004

(zero fill prior to numeric, if numeric only)

Left justify, must have some value, even if single edition. This ID
represents a specific sub-portion (or the whole, as appropriate) of one
or more Mail Piece Unit Make-ups within the production of the
specific mailing described by the supplied Mail.dat® file.

The originator of the Mail.dat® file must identify any postage
differentiating Components with their own record. However, if no
postage affecting differentiation exists within the various parts making
up a Mail Piece Unit, then the originator of the specific Mail.dat®
may choose to, and probably should, only identify the necessary detail
and simply clone that which is in the Mail Piece Unit ID field.
Therefore, there will always be at least one Component within any
Mail Piece Unit.

(zero fill prior to numeric, if numeric only)

26 - 35

10*

A/N

MCR-1102

From MPA - Unique Sequence/Grouping ID

Additional Postage MPA ID

Component ID
Primary MPA ID

36 - 45

10

A/N

MCR-1103

From MPA - Unique Sequence/Grouping ID
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MPU/C RELATIONSHIP RECORD, continued

Field Name Positions | Length Data Field Description
Type Code

Host Statement Component 1D 46 - 53 8 A/N  [MCR-1104 | List Code (zero fill prior to numeric, if numeric only)

Host Indicator of Ad Computation 54 - 54 1 A/N [MCR-1105 | Y=Yes N=No Blank =Not Applicable

Postage Adjustment MPA 1D 55 - 64 10 A/N |MCR-1106 | This field would be used by anyone (printers and letter shops)
including MLOCR vendors requiring Postage Adjustments to be paid
from a separate permit. (zero fill prior to numeric, if numeric only)
Unique identifier for the respective MPA within an MPU.
Establishes the set of MPU pieces on one Postage Statement

MCR Record Status 65 - 65 1* AN |MCR-2000 | o p |y
O = Original, D = Delete, | = Insert, U = Update

Reserve 66 - 99 34 MCR-1101

Closing Character 100 - 100 1* MCR-9999 | Must be "#" sign
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I MAILER POSTAGE ACCOUNT RECORD - .MPA

Field Name Positions | Length | Data Type | Field Code | Description

Job ID 1-8 8*k A/N MPA-1001 | (zero fill prior to numeric, if numeric only). See Header File’s Job ID
definition.

MPA - Unique Sequence/Grouping 9-18 10*k A/N MPA-1002 | (zero fill prior to numeric, if numeric only)

ID Unique identifier for the respective MPA within an MPU.
Establishes the set of MPU pieces on one Postage Statement

MPA - Description 19 - 48 30 A/N MPA-1101 | Describes the MPA

USPS Publication Number 49 - 57 9 A/N MPA-1102 | Left Justify, Numeric only, value in Postage Payment Method field

negates need for alpha in this field. (Note: In the event of a Periodicals
Pending, the Publication Number field will be blank and the below
Permit Number field will be used.) Should not be zero padded.

Permit Number 58 - 65 8 A/N MPA-1103 | Left Justified, In the event of a Periodicals Pending, the Publication
Number field will be blank and this Permit Number field will be used.
Should not be zero padded.

Permit ZIP+4 66 - 74 9 A/N MPA-1106 | (ex: 543219876 or A1A1Al )

(International: left justify, blank pad: 54321----)
Mail Owner's Lcl Permit Ref Num / 75-82 8 A/N MPA-1107 | Number used by local USPS for client identification. This field can be used to
Int’1 Bill Num let the Postal Service know what permit numbers are included in the mailing

that the Mail.dat® file represents. This field is used for identifying what
permits are being used for the entire job in an MLOCR environment. Should
not be zero padded.
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MAILER POSTAGE ACCOUNT RECORD, continued

Field Name Positions | Length | Data Type | Field Code | Description
Mail Owner's Lcl Permit Ref Num/ 83 -83 1 A/N MPA-1108 S = Stamp M = Meter P = Permit G = Gov't - Fed (using Permit)
Int’l Bill Num - Type V = Virtual Reference Number H = Government Meter
Postage Payment Option 84 -84 1 A/N MPA-1109 C=CPP V=PVDS T=CAPS/EPS D =Debit O =Other B =Billing
PostalOne! uses value of C = CPP. In this case to identify if Periodicals is used in the
centralized processing (delayed payment).
Customer Reference ID 85 - 164 80 A/N MPA-1110 | Leftjustify, space added
_ _ S =Stamp P =Permit L = Metered: Lowest C = Metered: Correct
Postage Payment Method 165 - 165 1* AN MPA-1111 M = Metered: Neither A =AltDel H=Cash |=Partial Permit Imprint
G = Gov't - Fed (use Permit) T = Per Pend (using Permit)
Federal Agency Cost Code 166 - 170 5 A/N MPA-1114 | This five-digit field may include leading zeros, is optional, and displays on the postage
statements for Official Mail (Government).
Non-Profit Authorization Number 171 - 180 10 A/N MPA-1115
Title 181 -210 30 A/N MPA-1117 | Publication Title
; : _ _ USPS assigned 1D
Mailer 1D of Mail Owner 211-219 9 AN MPA-1121 Left justify, space padded to the right, only digits O - 9 acceptable.
. ] _ USPS assigned ID
CRID of Mail Owner 220 - 231 12 AN MPA-1122 Left justify, space padded to the right, only digits O - 9 acceptable.
. ) ) USPS assigned ID
Mailer 1D of Preparer 232 - 240 9 AN MPA-1123 Left justify, space padded to the right, only digits 0 - 9 acceptable.
_ _ USPS assigned 1D
CRID of Preparer 241 - 252 12 AN MPA-1124 Left justify, space padded to the right, only digits O - 9 acceptable.
User Option Field 253 - 272 20 A/N MPA-1126 | Available for customer data for unique user application.
. _ The Payment Account Number is used for Mail Anywhere and is different from the
Payment Account Number 213-292 20 AN MPA-1127 Permit Number and will be initially used in addition to the Permit Number. In the
future, this field may replace the Permit information. This field should not be zero
padded. This field is required for Mail Anywhere, otherwise it can be blank.
MPA Record Status 293 - 293 1* A/N MPA-2000 | O.D,1,U-0O=0riginal , D = Delete, I = Insert, U = Update
Reserve 294 - 297 4 A/N MPA-1116
Closing Character 298 - 298 1* MPA-9999 | Must be "#" sign
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I COMPONENT RECORD - .cpt
I Field Name Positions | Length | Data Type | Field Code | Description
Job ID 1-8 8*k A/N CPT-1001 | (zero fill prior to numeric, if numeric only). See Header File’s Job ID
definition.
Component ID 9-16 8*k A/N CPT-1004 | (Zero fill prior to numeric, if numeric only). See MPU/C Component ID
definition MCR-1004
Component Description 17 - 46 30 A/N CPT-1101 | This is a unique name or code for each specific sub- or whole-portion of
the mail piece. This field, if used, can carry an "absolute" reference to
the Component in question while the Component ID is practical shorthand
for reference to the Component’s role within the mailing facilities postage
analysis. Left justify. If used, must have some value, even if single
edition
I Component - Weight 47 - 52 6* N CPT-1102 | 99v9999; pounds, rounded (decimal point implied)
Component - Weight: Source 53 -53 1 A/N CPT-1103 | Source of Piece Weight
A = Agent (real-time), C = Calculated (formula)
P = Postal (clerk), L = Logical (implied from rate)
Component - Weight: Status 54 -54 1* A/N CPT-1104 | Status of weight data
N = None Given, P = Pending,
F = Final,
M = Manifest Weight as function of Rate Interval (not actual)
Component - Length 55-61 7 N CPT-1105 | Length of a copy
999v9999; inches, rounded (decimal point implied)
Component - Width 62 - 67 6 N CPT-1106 | Width of a copy
99v9999; inches, rounded (decimal point implied)
Component - Thickness 68 - 73 6 N CPT-1107 | Thickness of a copy
99v9999; inches, rounded (decimal point implied)
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I COMPONENT RECORD, continued

Field Name Positions | Length Data Field Description
Type Code
Component - Periodical Ad 74 -78 5 N CPT-1108 | Ad percentage of a copy
Percentage 999v99, rounded (decimal point implied)
Example (if there is a two page Periodical supplement having 50% Ad and the Periodical
is 48 pages having 40% Ad, then in the mail.dat file the ad percent of the supplement is
(2/50)x.5 = 2.0% and the ad percent of the Periodical is (48/50)x.4 =38.40%. The sum is
40.40%.
Field is necessary for Periodicals Enclosures.
Component - Periodical Ad 79-79 1* A/N CPT-1109 | Status of % data
Percentage: Status N = None Given, P = Pending, F = Final,
Component - Class 80 -80 1* A/N CPT-1110| The Postal Class of this Mail Piece Unit within Mail.dat.
1 = First Class 2 = Periodicals 3 = Std Mail
4 = Pkg Services 5 = Per Pending 9 = Other X = Alt Del
P = Pub Rate
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I COMPONENT RECORD, continued

Field Name Positions

Length

Data
Type

Field
Code

Description

Component - Rate Type 81-82

2*

AIN

CPT-1111

R = Regular (US/MEX/CAN)
C = Classroom
P="Parcel-Select LW

L = Library

N = Nonprofit

S = Science of Agriculture
B = Bound Printed Matter
F = Media Mail

T = Priority

X = Other

H = Per Ride-Along

D = Parcel Select Destination Entry
M = Repositionable Component

Z - Included, part of host postage

G = Priority-Mail-Flat (Fixed)-Rate-Box Reserve

Y = Regular Limited Circulation

I = First Class Permit Reply Mail J = Priority Mail Flat — Large Box

O = Priority Mail Small Flat-Rate Box K = Priority Mail Flat — Large Box APO/FPO
W = Science of Agriculture Limited Circulation

E = Priority Mail Flat Rate Envelopes (12-1/2” x 9-1/2” or smaller)

E1 = Priority Mail Legal Flat Rate Envelope

E2 = Priority Mail Padded Flat Rate Envelope

E7 = Priority Mail Medium Flat Rate Box

T1 — Priority Mail Cubic — Tier 1
T2 — Priority Mail Cubic — Tier 2
T3 — Priority Mail Cubic — Tier 3
T4 — Priority Mail Cubic — Tier 4
T5 — Priority Mail Cubic — Tier 5

D1 = USPS Ground Advantage — Cubic Tier 1
D2 = USPS Ground Advantage — Cubic Tier 2
D3 = USPS Ground Advantage — Cubic Tier 3
D4 = USPS Ground Advantage — Cubic Tier 4
D5 = USPS Ground Advantage — Cubic Tier 5
D6 = USPS Ground Advantage — Cubic Tier 6
D7 = USPS Ground Advantage — Cubic Tier 7
D8 = USPS Ground Advantage — Cubic Tier 8
D9 = USPS Ground Advantage — Cubic Tier 9
D0 = USPS Ground Advantage — Cubic Tier 10

Component -Processing Category 83-84

2*

AIN

CPT-1112

See MPU Processing Category for details
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COMPONENT RECORD, continued

Field Name Positions | Length Data Field Description
Type Code
Mailer ID of Mail Owner 85- 93 9 A/N CPT-1148 | USPSID
Left justify, space padded to the right, only digits 0 - 9 acceptable.
CRID of Mail Owner 94 - 105 12 A/N CPT-1149 | USPSID
Left justify, space padded to the right, only digits O - 9 acceptable.
Periodical Ad% Treatment 106 - 106 1 AIN CPT-1138 | B = Ad % not counted, CPT weight added to base piece
S = Carries own Ad Percentage N = Not applicable
Periodical Volume Number 107 - 111 5 A/N CPT-1139
Periodical Issue Number 112 - 117 6 A/N CPT-1140
Periodical Issue Date 118 - 125 8 N CPT-1141 | YYYYMMDD- date on which periodical is issued (can't be all zeros)
Periodical Frequency 126 - 128 3 N CPT-1142 | Number of times published per year
Equivalent User License Code 129 -132 4 A/N CPT-1144 | User license code of a component of common weight and ad %. Used in
conjunction with Equivalent Job ID and Equivalent Component ID to link
together components with common book weight and ad %.
Equivalent Mail.dat Job ID 133 -140 8 A/N CPT-1145 | See above note.
Equivalent Component ID 141 -148 8 A/N CPT-1146 | See note for “Equivalent User License Code” field.
Equivalent Component Type 149 -149 1 A/N CPT-1151 | W = Weight; B = Both Weight and Ad%; Blank = None. Only to be used for
periodical mailings when Equivalent fields have values in them.
Ad % Basis 150 -155 6 N CPT-1152 | 9999v99 implied 2 decimal places
Component Title 156 -185| 30 A/N CPT-1147 | Title information
A more appropriate place for title information
Standard Parcel Type 186 - 186 1 A/N CPT-1156 | See definition in MPU
Approved Piece Design Type 187-187| 1 AN CPT-1157 | Indicator for CSR or PCSC ruling type.
C = CSR: Customer Support Ruling
P = PCSC: Pricing Classification Service Center
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COMPONENT RECORD, continued

Field Name Positions | Length Data Field Description
Type Code

Approved Piece Design 188-194| 7 N CPT-1158 | The CSR or PCSC ruling number approving the mailing of a specific
style/design of mail piece. These new designs could include but not
limited to automation, non-rectangular, non-paper mail pieces.

User Option Field 195-214( 20 A/N CPT-1150 | Available for customer data for unique user application.

CPT Record Status 215-215| 1* A/N CPT-2000 | O,D, I, U
O = Original, D = Delete, | = Insert, U = Update

eMailpiece Sample Group ID 216-239 24 A/N CPT-1159 | This USPS-assigned id, will be used to uniquely identify a group of
mailpiece samples loaded to USPS Business Customer Gateway and
referenced here for promotion eligibility. Left Justify. Field Format will
be validated by PostalOne!

Reserve 240-263| 24 A/N CPT-1130

Closing Character 264 -264| 1* CPT-9999 | Must be "#" sign
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I COMPONENT CHARACTERISTICS RECORD - .ccr

Field Name Positions | Length | Data Field Description
Type Code

Job ID 1-8 8 *k AN CCR-1001 Job ID
I Component ID 9-16 8 *k A/N CCR-1004 Unique Record ID - foreign Key to CPT
I Characteristic Type 17 - 17 1*k AN | cCcrR-1005 |Valid values: ,
“C”=Content “I” =Incentive “F” =Fee
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I COMPONENT CHARACTERISTCS RECORD, continued

Field Name Positions | Length | Data | Field Description
Type Code
Characteristic 18-19 2 *k A/N CCR-1002
CT = Catalog SS = Tactile OS = Operational
Sensory and Surcharge
Interactive
RR = Reply Envelope MT = A/B Testing  GS = Geographic
or Reply Card Redemption Surcharge
NF = Contents NOT VV = Volume PP = Picture Permit
required to be mailed w/% off Indicia
FCM
DC = DVD/CD or VP = Volume
other disk w/price off ME = Emerging Mobile
PS = Product Sample RE = Revenue Technology
RT = Round Tri Pl = Inf q AD= Advertising
= Round Trip = Informe — ;
ONLY: One DVD/CD  Delivery gzlofifggslléﬁo
or other disk (can be Campaign CB = Ce t'f'cgte of
LT or FL) EM = Election Bulk M TI.'n'
Mail u ailing
PM = Political
Mail
MI = Reserved SB = Small Bus CO = Coupon
w/% off Promotion
NP = PACT act IV = Invoice HD = High Density
0X = A/B Testing 1X = Enhanced 2X = User Option
Content Emerging 5X = User Option
3X = User Option Technology 8X = User Option

6X = User Option
9X = User Option

4X = User Option
7X = User Option
RG = Retargeted
Mail

FG = First-Class
Growth Incentive
Credit redemption
MG = USPS
Marketing Mail
Growth Incentive
Credit Redemption

CR = Personalized
Color Transpromo with
Reply”

MM = Marriage Mail
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I COMPONENT CHARACTERISTCS RECORD, continued

Field Name Positions | Length | Data Field Description
Type Code
CCR Record Status 20-20 1* A/N CCR-2000 O,Db, U
O = Original, D = Delete, I=Insert, U = Update
Closing Character 21-21 1* CCR-9999 Must be "#" sign
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CONTAINER SUMMARY RECORD - .csm

Field Name Position | Length | Data Type | Field Code Description

Job ID 1-8 8*k A/N CSM-1001 | (zero fill prior to numeric, if numeric only). See header file’s Job
ID definition.

Segment ID 9-12 4* A/N CSM-1002 (zero fill prior to numeric, if numeric only). See Segment File’s
Segment ID definition.

Container Type 13-14 2* A/N CSM-1005 | P =Pallet S = Sack (general) V = Sack (Virtual)
1 =#1 Sack 2 = #2 Sack 3 = #3 Sack
4 =01V Sack 5=03V Sack M = Logical Pallet
O=1"Tray T=2"Tray E = EMM Tray

F = Flat Tub, B =Bedload U = Unit Load Device
W = Walled Unit Z = User Pallet L =Logical Tray

CT = Carton

H = EIRS 61 — Hamper, Large Canvas

A = EIRS 61P — Hamper, Large Plastic

G = EIRS 66 — General Purpose Mail Container w/Gate

D = EIRS 68 — Eastern Region Mail Container w/Web Door
R = EIRS 84 — Wire Container Rigid

C = EIRS 84C — Collapsible Wire Container AB = Air Box
(for description of Air Box, see Mail.dat Air box scenario) See
Scenario for Logical/Physical Tray and Pallets in CSM, under
Scenarios.
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I CONTAINER SUMMARY RECORD, continued

Field Name Positions| Length | Data Type Field Code Description

Container ID 15-20 6*k N CSM-1006 Mail.dat® container serial number, used to link Mail.dat® files.
Must be mutually exclusive across all Segments and Container
Types of a Job ID.

A unique numeric code for this container within this Job, exclusive
of Container Type. This is a serial number for this container in this
Mail.dat® for this Job and, as such, will be used to link to other
Mail.dat® files. Must be mutually exclusive within Job. Repetitive
Display Container IDs are at the discretion of the production facility
receiving the respective Mail.dat. (zero fill prior to numeric)

Display Container ID 21-26 6* A/N CSM-1101 | (zero fill prior to numeric, if numeric only)
Meaningful (external to Mail.dat) container ID as defined by
specific production application; the Postal container label

Container Grouping Description 27 -35 9 A/N CSM-1102 User Defined Grouping

A value that associates multiple containers for the convenience
of the mailing facility.

Container Destination Zip 36-41 6* A/N CSM-1103 | The 5-digit or 3-digit destination of container defined in this
record. These are the same as destination 5-digit or 3-digit sack
or tray label. Left Justify.

99999 or888_ CAN = A1A979

Default if no ZIP or Postal Code: Left Justify; Space Added: US
= USA, OT = Other

These ZIP defaults are provided for use in the event that no pre-
identified postal code is available. Example: newsstand or bulk
copy distribution.

A/N CSM-1104 Eligible Types: S = Sack, T = Tray, P = Pallet
If single character, left justify, space added

Container Level 42 - 43 2*
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Characteristic ( Domestic )

CR-Direct

Mixed CR in 5 Digit
Mixed CR in 3 Digit
CR - 5D Scheme

5 Digit (Auto/Presort)
5 Digit (Merged)

5 Digit (Presort Only)
5 Digit (Barcode only)
Metre-Scheme

5D Scheme (Presort)
5D Scheme (Auto, Presort)
Other

5D Scheme (Barcode)
5D Scheme (Merged)
3 Digit (Auto, Presort)
3 Digit (Barcode)

3 Digit (Presort)

3 Digit (CR, Auto, Presort)
3 Digit Scheme

SCF

Protected SCF

ADC

AADC

Mixed ADC

Mixed AADC

ASF

NDC

(Eligible
Types)
(S, T, P)
(S, T, P)
(S, T)
(S, T, P)
(S, T, P)
(T, P)
(S, T, P)
(S, T, P)
&+

(S, T, P)
(S, T, P)
(S, T, P)
(S, T, P)
(T, P)
(S, T)
(S, T)
(ST)
(S, T,P)
(T)

(S, T, P)
(P)

(S, T, P)
(T.P)
(S, T, P)
(T)

(S, T, P)
(S, T, P)

Codes

Characteristic

Protected NDC
Mixed NDC
Origin MXADC
Protected ADC
Single Piece

MXDS — Mixed Surface CSA FCM

Only

MXDA — Mixed Air CSA FCM Only

Working CSA FCM Only
Single Piece CSA FCM Only
Surface CSA FCM Only
Air CSA FCM Only
Local CSA FCM Only
Origin SCF
Origin Mixed ADC Surface
Mixed ADC Air
Protected Mixed ADC
Protected Mixed NDC
Protected Origin Mixed ADC

(Eligible Types)

(P)
(S, T, P)
(S, T.P)
(P)
(S, T.P)
(P)

P)
(P)
(P)
P)
P)
(P)
(P)
P)
P)
(P)
(P)
(P)
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CONTAINER SUMMARY RECORD, continued

Field Name Position | Length Data Field Code Description
Type
Entry Point for Entry Discount - Postal 44 - 49 6* A/N CSM- 1105 | 99999 ,o0r888

Code

The postal code (5-digit, or 3-digit) of the facility where the
specified container is planned to enter into the Postal System.
Use “Labeling Lists” facility’s Destination Line. This
information may not be known by the list processing facility. If
known, the 5 or 3 position value is to be left justified with
“space” added.

Default if no Code: Left Justify; Space Added: US = USA, OT =
Other If the ultimate planned Entry Point is not known (example,
as would be the case with a list supplier of a Standard Mail (A)
job which will be included in a Destination Entry pool), then the
Origin Zip (as indicated on the Entry Point Line of the Container
Label) would be used for this field.
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CONTAINER SUMMARY RECORD, continued

Field Name Position | Length Data Field Code Description

Type
Entry Point for Entry Discount - Facility | 50-51 2* A/N CSM-1106 | Entry Point for Container Handling, used for container entry
Type

charge. The type of facility where the container is planned to
enter. In some cases, this is a description of the transportation
work-sharing potential. For many List Processors, “Not-
determined” is the option.

B =DNDC A = ASF S = DSCF
D =DDU H = Tran Hub R =DADC
O = Origin T = Orig(T-Hub Sg) N = Not-determined

K = Origin NDC L = Origin ASF
J = Origin ADC Q = Origin AMF

E= Origin DU OT = Other
C = Origin SCF
Example:
Drop Ship Zone Skip DMU Entry | BMEU Entry
B =DNDC K = Origin NDC O =Origin | K= 0Origin NDC
R =DADC L = Origin ASF L = Origin ASF
S =DSCF J = Origin ADC J = Origin ADC
C = Origin SCF

D = DDU C = Origin SCF as appropriate

E = Origin DU E = Origin DU as

as appropriate appropriate

In the above "values”, Origin XXX (C, E, J, K, L, Q) is used to
describe the facility of a specific type (XXX), which is not the
destination XXX, but rather the XXX facility where mail is
entering the USPS channel for induction.
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CONTAINER SUMMARY RECORD, continued

Field Name

Position

Length

Data
Type

Field Code

Description

Entry Point - Actual / Delivery -
Locale Key

52 - 60

9*

A/N

CSM-1167

US = LOCA12345 (LOC plus 6 bytes of the Locale key from the drop
ship product); ‘ORIGIN’ for origin entered mail; OT = Other; The field
can have a Locale key for origin entered mail when USPS Pick Up is
equal to N.

See Scenarios and Definitions Sections for alternatives for populating
this field. Use value of ‘ORIGIN’ for Origin/DMU Entered mail OR
for US Drop Ship, Zone Skipped, and BMEU entered Mail use the
Locale Key (“LOC” in the first 3 bytes, balance is the 6-byte of the
USPS dropsite key, also known as the Locale Key)

Entry Point - Actual / Delivery -
Postal Code

61 - 69

9*

A/N

CSM-1168

ZIP + 4 of building receiving the mail; ZIP + 4 of DMU for
DMU entered mail; The ZIP + 4 shall be the Delivery address
ZIP + 4 from the USPS Drop Ship Product. Either the Locale
Key reference field (CSM-1167), or the Correct ZIP + 4 is
required in this field for USPS full-service automation rates. This
information helps USPS calculate and measure service
performance

Parent Container Reference ID

70-75

CSM-1109

(zero fill prior to numeric)

(use numeric populated in 14/6 of .CSM of Parent record).
Container ID of the Parent Container in which this Child
Container resides, if such relationship exists, blank if no such
relationship. Parent Containers may have Parent Containers
themselves. This is not prohibited; ex: a carton in a sack upon a
pallet.

The Container Id of the Parent Container in which this child
container resides; such as a tray on a pallet. Populate field with
numeric from Container ID CSM-1006 of parent container's
.CSM. If no child/parent relationship exists for this container,
then field is blank. Populated ONLY for those child containers
linked to a parent container; if container is parent only, then field
is blank.

Truck or Dispatch Number

76 -95

20

A/N

CSM-1110

As available, the truck ID, trailer ID, or applicable dispatch
information
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CONTAINER SUMMARY RECORD, continued

Field Name Position | Length Data Field Code Description
Type
Stop Designator 96 - 97 2 A/N CSM-1111 Stop order and stop “1” will be the first stop (i.e., what is loaded
in the tail)
Reservation Number 98 - 112 15 A/N CSM-1112 | As available, the appointment number for the specified container
in this record. Left justify; space added
Actual Container Ship Date 113-120 8 N CSM-1113 As available, date when the container releases from mailing
facility or agent's facility. YYYYMMDD (cannot be all zeros).
Unscheduled DMU verified/USPS Transported
Actual Container Ship Time 121 - 125 5 A/N CSM-1164 As available, time when the container releases from mailing
facility or agent's facility. HH:MM (EX: 18:12). Unscheduled
DMU verified/USPS Transported
Scheduled Pick Up Date 126 - 133 8 N CSM-1177 | Scheduled pick up date
Scheduled Pick Up Time 134 - 138 5 A/N CSM-1178 | Scheduled pick up time
Scheduled In-Home Date 139 - 146 8 N CSM-1115 | The first, or only date of the ranged targeted for in-home
delivery. YYYYMMDD (cannot be all zeros) (first date in
range)
Additional In-Home Range 147 - 147 1 CSM-1116 Additional days in In-Home Range (values =0,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9)
Scheduled Induction Start Date 148 - 155 8 CSM-1117 | That start date on which the mail is transferred to the consignee
for processing. YYYYMMDD (cannot be all zeros). If both
Scheduled Induction Start and End Dates are populated, the start
date must be before or equal to the end date.
Scheduled Induction Start Time 156 - 160 5 AN CSM-1118 That hour of the scheduled start date on which the mail is to be
transferred to the consignee for processing. HH:MM (EX: 18:12)
Scheduled Induction End Date 161 - 168 3 N CSM-2001 That end date on which the mail is transferred to the consignee
for processing. YYYYMMDD (cannot be all zeros). If both
Scheduled Induction Start and End Dates are populated, the start
date must be before or equal to the end date.

Mailing Industry’s Data Standard -

Mail.dat® Version 24.1.1.0

66




CONTAINER SUMMARY RECORD, continued

Field Name Position | Length Data Field Code Description
Type

Scheduled Induction End Time 169 - 173 5 AN CSM-2002 That hour of the scheduled end date on which the mail is to be
transferred to the consignee for processing. HH:MM (EX:
18:12)

Actual induction Date 174 - 181 8 N CSM-1179 | Actual date when mail was inducted

Actual Induction Time 182 - 186 5 A/N CSM-1180 | Actual time when mail was inducted

Postage Statement Mailing Date 187 -194 8 N CSM-1184 | YYYYMMDD (cannot be all zeros). The date on which postage
is paid to the USPS and verification is completed.

Postage Statement Mailing Time 195-199 5 A/N 